01 Health and safety procedures
Dog Safety and Banned Dog Policy
 Applies to: Children, parents/carers, staff, visitors and students
1. Purpose
At Jack and Jill’s, the safety and wellbeing of the children is our highest priority. We recognise that although many dogs are friendly and well behaved, young children can be unpredictable around animals and may be at risk of injury, fear or distress.
This policy sets out the procedures that must be followed regarding dogs at the nursery, during drop-off and collection, and when children are taken on walks or trips.
2. Dogs at Drop-Off and Collection
· Dogs must not be brought onto the nursery premises by parents, carers, visitors or staff.
· Parents and carers must not bring dogs into the nursery building, garden or any area used by children.
· Banned/prohibited dog types must not be brought to the nursery for drop-off or collection under any circumstances.
· This includes any dog that is legally classified as a prohibited type under current legislation, including the Pit Bull Terrier, Japanese Tosa, Dogo Argentino, Fila Brasileiro and XL Bully. 
· Parents/carers must not leave a dog unattended outside the nursery entrance while collecting or dropping off their child.
· Staff may ask a parent/carer to move a dog away from the entrance if they believe it presents a risk to children, staff or other families.
· Children must never be allowed to approach, stroke or interact with a dog during drop-off or collection.
3. Small Dogs
Where a parent or carer has a small dog with them at drop-off or collection, the dog must be held securely at all times and must not be placed on the ground within the nursery entrance/collection area.
This is to prevent children from unexpectedly approaching, touching, frightening or startling the dog.
Parents/carers should avoid bringing dogs to the nursery wherever possible.
4. Staff Responsibilities
Staff must:
· Never allow a dog into an area where children are present.
· Remind parents/carers of this policy where necessary.
· Report any concerns about a dog to the Manager/Designated Safeguarding Lead.
· Ensure that children are not encouraged to approach or interact with dogs.
· Consider individual children’s needs, including children who may be particularly anxious or vulnerable around animals.
· Record and report any dog-related incident or near miss.
5. Dogs Encountered During Walks and Trips
Before taking children on a walk, outing or trip, staff will risk assess the planned route and destination.
The risk assessment will consider:
· Whether dogs are likely to be present.
· Areas where dogs may be off lead.
· Parks, open spaces and other locations where dogs may approach children.
· Whether the destination has appropriate controls in place.
· The children’s ages, needs and individual vulnerabilities.
· The number of staff required to safely supervise the children.
· How staff will respond if an unfamiliar or uncontrolled dog approaches the group.
Where appropriate, staff will alter the route, avoid particular areas or choose an alternative destination.
6. If a Dog Approaches the Children
If an unfamiliar, loose or uncontrolled dog approaches the children:
1. Staff will remain calm and immediately move the children away from the dog.
2. Children will be instructed not to approach, touch, run towards or run away from the dog.
3. Staff will position themselves between the dog and children where it is safe to do so.
4. The group will move to a safe location.
5. If necessary, the walk/trip will be abandoned.
6. Any incident or near miss will be reported to the Manager and recorded in accordance with the nursery’s incident procedures.
7. Children and Animals
Children will be taught, in an age-appropriate way, that:
· They should never approach an unfamiliar dog.
· They should ask an owner before touching a dog.
· They should not disturb a dog that is eating, sleeping or caring for puppies.
· They should not pull tails, ears or fur.
· They should not put their face close to a dog’s face.
· They should listen to adults if asked to move away from an animal.
8. Risk Assessment
A Risk Assessment will be completed and reviewed where necessary.
Risk assessments will be reviewed:
· Before new walks or trips.
· Following any dog-related incident or near miss.
· When there is a change to the environment or circumstances.
· Following changes to relevant legislation or guidance.

9. Legal and Regulatory Requirements
Jack and Jill’s will comply with current legislation and Early Years requirements relating to children’s safety around dogs.
The current UK list of prohibited dog types includes Pit Bull Terrier, Japanese Tosa, Dogo Argentino, Fila Brasileiro and XL Bully. Whether a dog falls within a prohibited type can depend on its physical characteristics rather than simply the name given to it. 
From 1 September 2026, the updated EYFS framework also strengthens requirements relating to banned dog breeds and childcare premises. 
10. Communication with Parents
This policy will be shared with parents/carers as part of the nursery’s policies and procedures.
Parents/carers will be reminded that these restrictions are in place to protect all children, and that staff will apply the policy consistently.

