

	
	
	



01	Health and safety procedures
01.1	Risk assessment
Risk assessment is carried out to ensure the safety of children, staff, parents, carers, and visitors. Individuals in the workplace are responsible for the health and safety of premises, equipment and working practices. We have a ‘corporate responsibility’ and ‘duty of care’ to those who work in, and receive a service from our provision. Individuals are also responsible for ensuring their own and others safety. 
· 01.1a Generic risk assessment form is completed.
Risk assessment means: Taking note of aspects of your workplace and activities that that could cause harm, either to yourself or to others, and deciding what needs to be done to prevent that harm, making sure this is adhered to and is updated when necessary. 
The law does not require that all risk be eliminated, but that ‘reasonable precaution’ is taken. This is important when balancing the need for children to take appropriate risks through physically challenging play. Children need opportunities to work out what is not safe and what to do when faced with a risk.
Daily safety sweeps and checks indoors and outdoors.
· Safety sweeps are conducted before children arrive when setting up for the day, during the day, and the garden is checked every time before the children are allowed to go outside. Sometimes a safety sweep will identify a risk that requires a formal risk assessment or that requires contacting the church due to a risk relating to the building that cannot be controlled by the Preschool. The church has contractors that can be contacted when required. 
Health and safety risk assessments
Health and safety risk assessments inform procedures. Staff, parents, and carers can be involved in reviewing risk assessments and procedures.
The Deputy manager and Health and Safety Lead undertake training and ensures staff have adequate training in health and safety matters. The Church ensures that checks/work to premises are carried out by licenced engineers and records are kept, and the Preschool risk assess to ensure the building is clean and safe for children, staff and visitors.  
The Deputy manager ensures risk assessments include relevant aspects of fire safety, food related, allergies and special dietary needs or preferences, safety of entrances and exits, of toilets group room, garden and equipment, of children’s medical and physical needs and for off-site visits, transport, venues, visitors bringing equipment or animals for children’s learning experiences, for example fire engines, following any incidents involving threats against staff or volunteers, or any accident or incident involving staff or children.



